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Abstract

The Viksit Bharat Shiksha Adhishthan (VBSA) Bill-2025 represents a significant and
transformative initiative aimed at redefining the structure, philosophy, and objectives of higher
education in Bharat. Moving beyond a limited understanding of development based solely on
economic growth, industrial expansion, and technological advancement, the VBSA Bill envisions
education as the foundational instrument for ethical nation-building, intellectual empowerment,
and civilizational renewal. Rooted in the Bharatiya knowledge system, the proposed framework
emphasizes holistic human development by integrating academic excellence with moral
consciousness, social responsibility, cultural rootedness, and constitutional values. The VBSA Bill
seeks to replace the fragmented and overlapping regulatory structure of higher education with a
unified, transparent, and accountable governance model consisting of the Regulatory Council,
Standards Council, and Accreditation Council. Through this integrated framework, it aims to
enhance institutional autonomy while ensuring quality assurance, academic accountability, and
continuous improvement. Special emphasis is placed on research and innovation, interdisciplinary
learning, teacher empowerment, technological integration, inclusive access, and curriculum
reform aligned with both global standards and local realities. The framework recognizes the
complementary roles of central, state, and private universities in strengthening Bharat’s
educational ecosystem and promoting balanced national development. It further seeks to
harmonize employability with ethical and social consciousness, thereby redefining education as a
transformative force rather than merely a pathway to economic opportunity. Ultimately, the VBSA
Bill aspires to transform Bharat from a knowledge economy into a knowledge civilization capable
of offering intellectual, cultural, ethical, and educational leadership to the global community in the
twenty-first century.
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Introduction indicators of economic growth, industrial
The vision of a “Viksit Bharat” cannot be productivity, infrastructural development, or
understood merely through the conventional technological advancement. While these
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dimensions undoubtedly remain important for
national progress, the Bharatiya understanding
of development extends beyond material
prosperity toward the creation of a morally
conscious, intellectually vibrant, culturally
rooted, and socially responsible society. In the
Bharatiya civilizational imagination,
development is not only about wealth creation
but also about the refinement of human
character, ethical conduct, social harmony, and
collective well-being. The concept of Viksit
Bharat therefore represents a holistic national
philosophy  that integrates  economic
advancement  with  cultural continuity,
democratic participation, and civilizational
confidence.

Within this broader framework, education
occupies a central and transformative position.
Education is not viewed merely as an
instrument for employment generation or
economic mobility; rather, it is understood as
the foundation of human development and
national  reconstruction. The  classical
Bharatiya tradition consistently regarded
knowledge as a means of liberation, self-
realization, ecthical refinement, and social
responsibility. Ancient systems of learning
emphasized the harmonious development of
intellect, morality, spirituality, and civic
consciousness. Education was therefore
conceived not simply as the transmission of
information but as the cultivation of wisdom,
discernment, and responsible citizenship.

This philosophical understanding continues to
influence contemporary educational discourse
in Bharat. Prime Minister Sh. Narendra Modi
has repeatedly emphasized that the objective of
modern education must extend beyond degree
distribution and job preparation. According to
him, education should create capable, ethical,
innovative, and socially conscious citizens
who are deeply connected to the nation and
committed to collective progress. Such a vision
seeks to harmonize scientific advancement
with moral responsibility, global

competitiveness with cultural rootedness, and
technological innovation with human values.
The Viksit Bharat Shiksha Adhishthan
(VBSA) Bill-2025 emerges from this larger
philosophical and developmental context. It
seeks to transform Bharat’s higher education
system by creating a unified, transparent,
accountable, and quality-oriented framework
capable of aligning educational institutions
with national aspirations and global standards.
The VBSA Bill attempts not only to reform
regulatory mechanisms but also to redefine the
purpose, structure, and social role of higher
education in the twenty-first century. It reflects
an important transition from fragmented
regulation toward an integrated and trust-based
model of governance founded on academic
excellence, institutional autonomy, ethical
responsibility, and continuous improvement.
Philosophical Foundations of Education in
Bharatiya Thought

The philosophical foundations of the Viksit
Bharat Shiksha Adhishthan (VBSA) Bill-2025
are deeply rooted in the Bharatiya
understanding of education as a process of
holistic human development. In ancient
Bharatiya traditions, education was never
limited to vocational training or economic
utility. The purpose of learning was to liberate
individuals from ignorance and guide them
toward wisdom, self-discipline, social
harmony, and spiritual awareness. The
Gurukul system, classical universities such as
Takshashila and Nalanda, and various
philosophical traditions emphasized the
integrated development of personality through
intellectual inquiry, ethical conduct, and social
duty.

The well-known dictum “&7/3e7 77 ]@Hﬂﬁﬁ’ ’
true education is that which liberates reflects
the essence of this civilizational perspective.
Education was understood as a means of
transforming human consciousness and
creating individuals capable of contributing to
society and civilization. Knowledge and
character were seen as inseparable, and
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intellectual growth was expected to be
accompanied by moral refinement and social
responsibility.

The Viksit Bharat Shiksha Adhishthan
(VBSA) Bill-2025 reflects this broader
understanding by redefining the goals of
higher education. The VBSA Bill moves
beyond narrow utilitarian models and

emphasizes the development of ethical
reasoning, critical thinking, constitutional
values, cultural awareness, and social

commitment. It recognizes that education must
prepare students not only for employment but
also for leadership, innovation, democratic
participation, and responsible citizenship.
Need for Higher Education Reform in
Bharat

Bharat today possesses one of the largest
higher education systems in the world.
Thousands of universities and colleges serve
millions of students across diverse disciplines
and regions. Over the decades, the sector has
witnessed remarkable expansion in terms of
enrollment,  institutional  growth, and
professional education. However, despite this
quantitative progress, several structural and
qualitative challenges continue to persist.

One of the major concerns has been the
fragmentation of the regulatory framework
governing higher education. Institutions such
as the University Grants Commission (UGC),
All India Council for Technical Education
(AICTE), and National Council for Teacher
Education (NCTE) were established with
distinct mandates. While these bodies played
important roles, the coexistence of multiple

regulators  often produced overlapping
jurisdictions, duplication of procedures,
administrative  delays, and  excessive

bureaucratic intervention. Universities and
colleges frequently faced difficulties in
navigating complex approval systems that
consumed administrative resources without
necessarily improving educational quality.

Another major challenge relates to uneven
academic  standards and  institutional

autonomy. Many universities struggle with
inadequate  funding, outdated curricula,
infrastructural deficiencies, faculty shortages,
limited research opportunities, and governance
issues. Research output remains uneven across
institutions, and innovation ecosystems often
lack  sufficient  institutional  support.
Additionally, disparities between urban and
rural institutions, regional inequalities, and
unequal access to quality education continue to
affect the inclusiveness of the higher education
system.

The Viksit Bharat Shiksha Adhishthan Bill-
2025 seeks to address these structural
limitations through comprehensive reform. It
aims to simplify governance structures,
improve  quality  assurance,  enhance
institutional autonomy, and create a more
accountable and innovation-driven educational
ecosystem.

Unified Regulatory Framework under the
VBSA Bill

A central feature of the VBSA Bill is the
establishment of a wunified regulatory
architecture designed to replace fragmented
governance mechanisms. Instead of multiple
overlapping agencies, the Viksit Bharat
Shiksha Adhishthan Bill-2025 provide a
coordinated framework consisting of three
principal bodies: the Regulatory Council, the
Standards Council, and the Accreditation
Council.

Regulatory Council

The Regulatory Council is expected to oversee
governance norms, compliance mechanisms,
institutional ethics, and broad regulatory
responsibilities. Its primary objective is to
ensure transparency and accountability while
reducing unnecessary bureaucratic control.
Rather than imposing excessive administrative
restrictions, the Council is intended to facilitate
efficient governance and institutional
responsibility.

Standards Council
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The Standards Council will focus on defining
and  periodically  updating  academic
benchmarks, institutional standards, and
quality parameters in accordance with national
priorities and global developments. This body
will play an important role in ensuring that
educational institutions maintain academic

rigor while simultaneously encouraging
innovation, flexibility, and interdisciplinary
learning.

Accreditation Council
The Accreditation Council will function as an

independent  quality  assessment  body
responsible for evaluating institutions across
multiple dimensions, including teaching

quality, research output, governance practices,
infrastructure, curriculum relevance,
innovation capacity, and student outcomes.
Unlike earlier fragmented systems, the new
accreditation process aims to create
transparency, consistency, and international
comparability.

Together, these institutions represent a shift
from control-based regulation toward trust-
based governance focused on quality
enhancement, accountability, and continuous
improvement.

Role of Central,
Universities

The Viksit Bharat Shiksha Adhishthan Bill-
2025 recognizes that Bharat’s higher education
ecosystem consists of diverse institutional
categories that perform different functions.
Rather than imposing rigid uniformity, the
framework seeks to create differentiated yet
coordinated approaches.

Central Universities

Central universities are expected to emerge as
leading centers of research, innovation,
international  collaboration, and policy-
oriented scholarship. The VBSA Bill proposes
enhanced autonomy and institutional support
for these universities so that they can
contribute to frontier research, technological
development, and civilizational studies.
Greater global engagement is also expected to

State, and Private

strengthen Bharat’s intellectual
internationally.

State Universities

State universities constitute the backbone of
Bharat’s higher education system because they
serve the majority of students and maintain
close connections with regional communities.
However, many of these institutions face
challenges such as inadequate funding, faculty
shortages, infrastructural limitations, and
administrative instability.

The Viksit Bharat Shiksha Adhishthan Bill-
2025 seeks to strengthen state universities
through structured reforms including quality
benchmarks, transparent evaluation systems,
financial ~ planning  mechanisms, and
institutional accountability. Importantly, the
framework respects regional diversity and
linguistic distinctiveness while promoting
national educational standards.

Private Universities

Private universities have expanded rapidly and
contributed significantly to professional
education, curriculum innovation, and industry
collaboration. However, concerns regarding
commercialization and uneven quality have
also emerged. The VBSA Bill seeks to balance
autonomy with accountability by ensuring that
private institutions adhere to transparent
accreditation standards and social
responsibilities. Competition is expected to be
based on academic excellence, research
contribution, and public service rather than
purely commercial considerations.

presence

Research, Innovation, and Knowledge
Production

The twenty-first century global order
increasingly depends upon intellectual

capacity, technological innovation, and
knowledge production. Recognizing this
reality, the Viksit Bharat Shiksha Adhishthan
Bill-2025 places strong emphasis on research
and innovation as essential pillars of national
development.

The proposed framework seeks to strengthen
research ecosystems by providing financial
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support, institutional flexibility,
interdisciplinary collaboration, and incentives
for innovation. Importantly, the VBSA Bill
does not confine research only to science and
technology. Equal importance is accorded to
the humanities, social sciences, cultural
studies, governance, ethics, public policy, and
indigenous knowledge systems.

This balanced approach reflects the
understanding that sustainable national
development requires not only technological
progress but also ethical reflection, social
understanding, and cultural wisdom. The
integration of Bharatiya knowledge systems
with modern research methodologies is
expected to create a unique intellectual model
capable of contributing meaningfully to global
scholarship.

Industry-academia collaboration is also
encouraged under the VBSA Bill. Such
collaboration can help translate academic
research into practical applications, promote
innovation-driven  growth, and enhance
employability. However, the framework
simultaneously emphasizes the importance of
preserving academic independence and
intellectual integrity.

Teacher Empowerment and Academic
Leadership

Teachers occupy a central position within the
philosophy of the Viksit Bharat Shiksha
Adhishthan Bill-2025. The VBSA Bill
recognizes that meaningful educational reform
cannot succeed  without intellectually
empowered, professionally supported, and
socially respected educators.

Traditionally,  teachers in  Bharatiya
civilization were regarded not merely as
instructors but as guides, mentors, and nation-
builders. The VBSA Bill’s framework seeks to
restore this broader social and intellectual role.
Teachers are viewed as creators of knowledge,
innovators, researchers, and moral leaders
responsible for shaping future generations.
Accordingly, the VBSA Bill emphasizes
continuous professional development,

academic freedom, transparent recruitment
systems, pedagogical training, and enhanced
research opportunities for faculty members.
Institutional support mechanisms are expected
to improve both educational quality and
academic culture.

The Viksit Bharat Shiksha Adhishthan
(VBSA) Bill-2025 also recognizes that
motivated teachers are essential for nurturing

creativity,  ethical  consciousness, and
intellectual confidence among students.
Therefore, strengthening the social and

academic status of educators becomes a critical
component of higher education reform.
Curriculum Reform and Bharatiya
Knowledge Systems

Curriculum reform constitutes another major
dimension of the VBSA Bill. Academic
programs are expected to remain globally
relevant while simultaneously reflecting
Bharatiya realities, regional diversity, and
civilizational experiences.

The Viksit Bharat Shiksha Adhishthan
(VBSA) Bill-2025 encourages
interdisciplinary learning and the inclusion of
regional contexts, environmental awareness,
rural  development models, indigenous
knowledge traditions, linguistic diversity, and
ethical studies within curricular structures.
Such an approach reflects the belief that
modernization does not require cultural
disconnection.

The integration of Bharatiya Knowledge
Systems into higher education represents an
important intellectual objective of the VBSA
Bill.  Classical  philosophy, literature,
governance traditions, mathematics, medicine,
ecology, and ethical thought are increasingly
viewed as valuable components of
contemporary academic discourse. The
inclusion of these traditions seeks to strengthen
cultural confidence and intellectual self-
reliance while enriching global knowledge

systems.
The VBSA Bill therefore attempts to
harmonize  global engagement  with
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civilizational rootedness, thereby creating an
educational model that is modern yet culturally
grounded.

Technology, Digital Learning, and Ethical
Responsibility

Technological transformation has
fundamentally reshaped higher education
across the world. Artificial intelligence, digital
learning platforms, virtual classrooms, and
online resources have expanded educational
access and flexibility in unprecedented ways.
The VBSA Bill acknowledges the
transformative potential of technology while
emphasizing that technological progress must

remain guided by ethical and human
considerations.
Technology 1is viewed as an enabling

instrument rather than a substitute for human
wisdom. Digital tools may enhance
accessibility and efficiency, but they cannot
replace critical thinking, empathy, moral

judgment, or meaningful teacher-student
interaction. Therefore, the Viksit Bharat
Shiksha  Adhishthan (VBSA) Bill-2025

advocates a balanced approach in which
technological innovation serves educational
and social objectives rather than dominating
them.

The VBSA Bill also seeks to reduce digital
inequalities by promoting broader access to
technological infrastructure and digital
learning opportunities. Inclusive technological
integration is viewed as essential for
democratizing education and reducing regional
disparities.

Education, Social Justice, and National
Development

The Viksit Bharat Shiksha Adhishthan Bill-
2025 strongly connects higher education with
the broader goals of social justice, democratic
participation, and national development. The
VBSA Bill recognizes that education must
contribute toward reducing social inequalities
and expanding opportunities for marginalized
communities.

Inclusive access, scholarships, gender equity,
regional balance, and support for socially
disadvantaged groups are emphasized as
important policy objectives. Educational
institutions are encouraged to engage with
local communities, promote social outreach,
and contribute to regional development
initiatives.

This social orientation reflects the democratic
aspiration of creating a more equitable and
participatory society. Education is therefore
understood not merely as a private benefit but
as a public good essential for national
integration, social harmony, and democratic
stability.

From Knowledge Economy to Knowledge
Civilization

The larger philosophical aspiration underlying
the VBSA Bill is to transform Bharat from a
“knowledge economy” into a “knowledge
civilization.” A knowledge economy primarily
focuses on productivity, competitiveness,
technological advancement, and economic
innovation. While these objectives remain
important, the idea of a knowledge civilization
extends much further.

A knowledge  civilization  integrates
intellectual  advancement  with  ethical
responsibility, cultural continuity,

environmental sensitivity, and social harmony.
It seeks to create a society in which knowledge
is used not only for economic growth but also
for human welfare, moral refinement, and
civilizational progress.

The vision of Viksit Bharat reflects precisely
this synthesis. It aspires to create a nation that
is technologically advanced yet ethically
grounded, globally influential yet culturally
rooted, economically prosperous yet socially
inclusive. In this vision, education becomes the
most powerful instrument for shaping national
consciousness and collective destiny.
Conclusion

The Viksit Bharat Shiksha Adhishthan Bill-
2025 represents a significant attempt to
redefine the philosophy, governance, and



Universe Journal of Education & Humanities

ISSN 2348-3067

objectives of higher education in Bharat. It
seeks to move beyond fragmented regulation
and narrow utilitarian models toward a
comprehensive educational framework rooted
in academic excellence, ethical responsibility,

cultural  consciousness, and  national
development.

By emphasizing institutional autonomy,
integrated accreditation, teacher

empowerment, research innovation, curricular
reform, technological integration, and social
inclusion, the VBSA Bill aspires to create a
dynamic and globally competitive higher
education system. At the same time, it remains
deeply connected to Bharatiya civilizational
values and democratic aspirations.

The success of the Viksit Bharat Shiksha
Adhishthan Bill-2025 depends on sincere
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